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I recently read an article about a teenager who won millions of dollars in a 1st Amendment lawsuit against his school, which had prohibited profanity on clothing.  It reminded me of a friend of mine in California who was not allowed to bring his bible to school because it might "offend" other students.  He wasn’t promoting his religion, he was simply doing his religion homework.  Apparently there is a stronger 1st Amendment right to use the word ‘f---‘ than to use the word ‘God”. 

Why is it that 1st Amendment rights protect those who promote drug use, violence, profanity, rape, and murder, yet it does not grant that same protection to a student who is interested in studying his religion, or from taking 30 seconds a day to say the Pledge of Allegiance?

A 6-year-old is continually exposed to the promotion of hatred and violence from music, and other forms of media all around them, including older students at school; yet he is not allowed to take a few moments a day to express his pride in being an American because the pledge mentions God. Where are his First Amendment rights?  Not to mention, his right not to be exposed to such horror and violence at such a tender and impressionable age.  The gang ideal of shooting up, either by drugs or murder, is glorified, and children are terrified. 
The over-exposure to incredible amounts of drug-use, hatred, and murder in a young child's life through music, television, video games, and other forms of media, is destroying the American Dream. It is creating a society of youth that is clinically depressed, with no hope for the future. This issue is compounded by the pharmaceutical promotion of prescription drugs, promoted every 22 minutes on television.  Preschoolers who are often placed on highly addictive drugs, to curb their restlessness and depression, are reaching unprecedented numbers. This generation is growing up with no sense of hope for the future, and is angry about their loss of innocence at such a young age.  It has created a generation lost in depression and hooked on drugs.  Perhaps it isn’t such a stretch that many of these kids turn to illegal drug use.
As we fight to protect the 1st Amendment rights of the media, what happened to the rights of children?  What happened to the 1st Amendment rights of religious expression? What happened to the rights of those who want to pledge their pride in being American?  Are certain ‘rights’ more politically correct than others?  What gave certain people the right to rob children of their childhood?  Who gave them the right to kill their hopes and dreams?  Look at the statistics, they are devastating.  
Many of our youth are denied the exposure to positive environments, such as scouting, church groups, boys and girls clubs, the YMCA, etc.  Not only are these activities not considered ‘cool’, but they are frequently unavailable in local neighborhoods.  A young child’s options can become very limited, regardless of financial status.  His future begins to be molded within the negative framework of a transitional subculture, which promotes and glorifies hatred and violence.  His options for the future become increasingly limited as his hope for the future begins to die.
The Constitution also provides the “right to pursue happiness”.  What do we do when 1st Amendment rights prohibit that pursuit (which was considered so important to our founding fathers that it was specifically included in the Constitution)?  Happiness is not guaranteed, but the pursuit of it is.  I sometimes wonder what would happen if a group of young people got together and filed a class-action law suit.  Now that would be a great idea … millions of dollars paid in the protection of a kids ‘right to pursue happiness’, to build and promote fun, innocent activities for kids all around America.  

It is up to our generation to reverse this negative trend.  We are the future.  Let’s make it a bright one.   

